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Our department recognises the First Peoples of this nation and their ongoing 
connection to culture and country. We acknowledge First Nations Peoples as the 

Traditional Owners, Custodians and Lore Keepers of the world's oldest living culture 
and pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.
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Australian climate and energy policies 
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Substantial suite of new policies for energy transformation, 
renewables integration and energy security

POLICIES
• 82% renewable electricity target by 2030

• A Net Zero by 2050 Plan

• National Energy Transformation Partnership

• National Energy Performance Strategy

• National Electric Vehicle Strategy

• Consultation on fuel efficiency standards

• Introduction of the Minimum Stockholding 
Obligation for liquid fuels from 1 July 2023

• Energy workforce planning with the first 
Australian Energy Employment Report (AEER)



Strong investment to drive energy transformation

DCCEEW.gov.au 6



Policy drivers – lighting initiatives
• Lowering cost of living pressures
• National Energy Performance Strategy 
• Greenhouse and Energy minimum 

standards
• 2025 Energy Market design 
• Product stewardship
• Light pollution 
• Building codes 
• Global context – Minamata 
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National Energy Performance Strategy
The $15.2m National Energy Performance Strategy will deliver a high energy performance economy 

and the energy efficiency savings required to meet the Government’s 2030 and 2050 emission 
reduction targets, while driving down energy bills and improving energy security. 

CONSULTATION: 

• Views were sought on governance, energy efficiency targets, residential, commercial and 
industrial sectors, supply chains and the workforce.

• 135 submissions were received in response to the Government’s consultation paper. 

THE STRATEGY RELEASE: 

• The Strategy will be adaptive and scalable over time to allow for changes in Australia’s energy 
markets, technologies, and needs of energy consumers, and to ensure it continues to contribute to 
our emission reduction goals. 
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• The E3 program is a shared initiative 
of the Australian Government, states 
and territories and the New Zealand 
Government.

• The program sets out the minimum 
energy efficiency standards and 
energy rating labelling requirements 
for appliances like fridges, washers, 
dryers, dishwashers, TVs.

• The program seeks to increase the 
energy efficiency of appliances to 
reduce energy use and greenhouse 
gas emissions.

• Purchasing efficient models means 
households and businesses 
consume less energy, save money 
on their energy bills, and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.

E3 – energy efficiency standards partnership

Between 2019 and 2021, 
appliances and equipment 

standards saved $3.7 billion in 
avoided energy bills

Households saved up to $180 on 
electricity bills in 2018 from energy 

efficiency regulations

Commercial Buildings Disclosure 
Program has saved over $82.6 

million in energy bills since 2011

Appliance and equipment 
standards avoided approx. 12.2 Mt 
of carbon emissions in that period
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Priority Lighting Regulatory Action 
Proposals to introduce new minimum standards for LEDs and continue to phase out 
inefficient lighting
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E3 Program: Minimum Energy Performance Standards  
MEPS specify the minimum level of energy performance products must 
meet or exceed before they can be offered for sale or used for 
commercial purposes.
Lighting is a priority area for action under the Greenhouse and Energy 
Minimum Standards Act 
MEPS are an important policy lever to meet net zero: 

• effective way to increase the energy efficiency of products
• manufacturers are given appropriate signals to increase product 

efficiency
• Provide a minimum standard for companies to go above and 

beyond
• For consumers, MEPS mean products available in the market use 

less energy and have lower running costs over their lifetime



Using MEPS: Proposed Lighting Regulations
Australia
• Incandescent and halogen lamps

• Looking to widen the scope of and 
increase MEPS

• LED lamps – introduce MEPS
• Align with Commission Regulation 

(EU) including 2019/20, Laying 
down ecodesign requirements for 
light sources and separate control 
gears 2019  L315/209

New Zealand
• Incandescent and halogen lamps 

• Not regulating

• LED lamps – introduce MEPS
• Align with EU
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Standards updated 
or developed 2020-

2021 

•Standards available 
from April 2021: 
•AS 4934.2:2021, 
Incandescent Lamps 
for General Lighting  
Services Part2: Energy 
performance and 
marking requirements

•AS/NZS 
5341:2021: LED lamps 
– Test methods –
Energy and functional 

performance. 

Targeted 
consultation
2020-2022

Technical industry 
advice – suppliers, 
retailers

Specialist uses 
(aviation, marine, 
defence, medical, 
appliances, nuclear 
science, pets, coral)

•Public consultation 
process

•Consider the Draft 
Determinations

Determination 
Finalised in 

consideration of 
feedback

Using MEPS: Journey to date
WE ARE HERE

2018 Ministerial 
Decision

Informed by 
Consultation RIS 
(2016)

EU
2019-2021

Commission Regulation 
(EU) 2019/20, Laying 
down ecodesign
requirements for light 
sources and separate 
control gears 2019 L 
315/209

In effect from 
1 September 2021  

Transition Period
12 months

Grandfathering



Feedback Received from the Public Consultation
Process 
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• The vast majority of received submissions were supportive of the 
phase out of inefficient lights and the introduction of MEPS for LED’s

• 60% of submissions were from international organisations
• Some concerns about LED impact on human health
• Concerns about lack of progress on phase out of fluorescents (tubes 

and CFL’s)
• Need to provide updated key lighting data for decision makers
• LED MEPS – despite strong support, some dissenting voices were 

raised.
 Industry concerned about reduced innovation in lighting 

technologies due to regulatory costs, in particular costs 
associated with compliance and administration



Using MEPS: Testing Data
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LED Lamps: Concessions to reduce cost and 
burden

Significant steps taken to streamline the regulatory approach and reduce the 
administrative burden on industry, including:
• Recognising that many companies will be demonstrating compliance with EU 

or other market requirements
• Registration of a product or family of products (which is required under the 

GEMS Act) will not require the upload of a test report for the LED lamp 
• Registration is similar to EU
• A generous family definition has been proposed to help reduce the registration 

fees component.
• Flexible requirements

• useful luminous flux measure and packaging requirements on directional lamps
• u’v’ circles instead of MacAdam ellipses

• Transition period



Other lighting activities 
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Other lighting work
• Street lighting 

• Rule change by energy market 
operator

• Guidance, training and 
communications

• Communication:
• Communication strategy
• Lighting health – fact sheets 
• Dimmer compatibility tools
• Lighting conversion products 
• Benefits promotion
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Communications timeline– general stages

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

2022 Early 2022 2023 onwards

Stage one uses the tools already at our disposal 
to begin communications on lighting choices

We will:
• Raise awareness of the benefits of switching 

to LEDs

• Encourage end-users to voluntarily switch to 
LEDs

• Use ‘free’ government channels including 
website update

• Ongoing outreach to suppliers/retailers 

Stage two focuses on visual and timing specific 
communications. The goal of stage two is to create 
a uniform message and to educate on lighting 
technology and efficient choices .

We will:
• Partner with external lifestyle media (ie: Choice, 

reality TV) and make use of DISER’s own 
products to amplify our message

• Partner with advocacy groups to ensure our 
message is clear and accessible

• Communicate the 3x themes and 10x benefits 
of switching to other technology, inc LEDs

• Incorporate time frames and technical 
guidelines into our communication

Stage 3 will be focused on guiding the public to 
make lighting choices. This will include 
encouraging purchase of more efficient 
technologies, such as LEDs and otherwise provide 
guidance on lighting technology.

We will:
• Use opportunities to educate consumers at 

the point of sale

• Use Paid advertising to communicate the 
efficient choices

• Encourage packaging communicates 
information that will guide consumers to the 
best product for them

We are here



Questions?
Please take this opportunity to ask us any questions
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